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SUBJECT: "LA NACION" EDITORIAL ON PANAMA CANAL 

IN A BRIEF BUT STRONGLY WORDED EDITORIAL, "LA NACION" 

OF MARCH 17 CRITICIZES THE RECENT DECLARATION OF 37 
U.S. SENATORS CALLING FOR RETENTION OF U.S. SOVEREIGNTY OVER 
THE PANAMA CANAL. THE EDITORIAL BEGINS WITH THE STATEMENT 
THAT "PROMINENT NORTH AMERICAN POLITICIANS LOST THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO AVOID NEW CONFRONTATIONS WITH LATIN AMERICA." 
IT DESCRIBES THE SENATORS' STATEMENT ALONG WITH EX-GOVERNOR 
REAGAN'S RECOMMENDATION THAT A U.S. DESTROYER ACCOMPANY U.S. 
TUNA BOATS AS "EXTRAVAGANT PROPOSALS WHICH SEEM EXTRACTED 
FROM THE ARCHIVES" AND WHICH COULD BE INTERPRETED AS AN 
INTIMIDATING ACTION AS A NEW ROUND OF NEGOTIATIONS ON THE 
CANAL BEGINS. FURTHERMORE, THE EDITORIAL STATES THAT THE 
PRETENDED SOVEREIGNTY OF THE U.S. OVER THE CANAL ZONE 
WOUNDS THE DIGNITY OF THE PANAMANIAN PEOPLE AND OF ALL 
PEOPLES OF LATIN AMERICA. FOREIGN ENCLAVES, IT GOES ON TO 
SAY, ARE AN ANACHRONISM AND A DENIAL OF ALL THAT THE U.S. 

HAS PROCLAIMED ABOUT SOVEREIGNTY AND FREEDOM. THE EDITORIAL 
ALSO DISCOUNTS THE SENATORS' STATEMENT ON THE STRATEGIC VALUE 
OF THE CANAL TO THE U.S. IT CLAIMS THAT WIDESPREAD MILITARY 
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WEAPONRY AND POINTS OUT THAT, IN FACT, THE U.S. IS CURRENTLY 
CARRYING OUT A PROGRAM OF REDUCING ITS BASES ABROAD. 
TODMAN 
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